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Friday, August 23, 2006 Fenix, Astana and the Tour de France Already a guest at the Tour de France, Italian great Fabio Casartelli will be training Astana to win the Tour de France for the first time in the team's history in 2007. Casartelli is one of the first cyclists who caught the eye of cycling manager Luciano Leiner. But his football coaching career was also a driving force. Casartelli is the most
famous Italian cyclist in the history of the sport. He was a dominant world champion in the 1970s and later coached the Italian national football team for a number of years. He was recently appointed sporting director of Astana, the Kazakhstani team that has built a reputation as one of the most formidable teams in the sport. Casartelli's first goal is to win the Tour de France next year. It won't be easy.
Astana has been generally successful in the Tour de France. The team from Kazakhstan won the race for the first time in 2005, with Svein Tuft in the yellow jersey. This season, Astana has several favourites. The world champion Ivan Basso will start the Tour from next Saturday on the Champs-Élysées with a 20-second lead over second-placed Chris Horner of the United States. Italian sprinter
Alessandro Petacchi has the third place in his pocket from the Giro d'Italia in May. Last year's runner-up Alberto Contador is still a young, strong contender. But there are also question marks for the Astana team. Back in the spring, when they were granted a wildcard by the organizers, the team had only eight riders in the Tour and had to give up several of its strong riders. The team has riders like
Bjarne Riis of Denmark, the Giro d'Italia winner, and the German sprinter Marcus Ahlström, who is second in the world rankings. But neither of these riders have had much success in recent years. And though the team has a decent time-trialist in the Swiss rider Thomas Löfsch, it lacks an overall contender. Astana's strategy in the Tour is simple. First, they will race aggressively. The team wants to
break the peloton right from the start of the race. The team's manager, Luciano Leiner, said that Astana will "attack constantly, aggressively, tactically." The idea is 82157476af
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